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O. V. VIJAYAN: THE MAKING OF MYTHS AND LEGENDS
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Abstract

The concept of Humanism can be interpreted at two levels. At a mundane level. it can be
equated with a humanistic or human approach. But at a deeper level of analysis, it is @ system
of thought concerned with human interests. The pedestrian interpretation is undoubtedly vital
but itis a limited view which does not into consideration the various dimension encompassed
by the concept. Historic development can be seen, in general terms, in human development.
Man grows from solipsism to an awareness of the outside world. The awareness is initially
overwhelmed by fear and distrust. This grows into a stage when one attempts to organise
his/her perceptions of the world by explaining phenomena with help of myths and rituals.
Myths are universal phenomena having their own peculiar place in the cultural ethos and
milicu of a people. The present paper tries to show that O. V. Vijayan’s mythmaking and
legends and the various themes that expresses in the novels are not simply imaginary and
irrelevant, He was not a person fabricating imaginary takes, unrealistic in nature, He is a
writer belonging to most modern and post-colonial era and creates picture of what is £oing on
in the society and the world. Superstitions are inter-woven with myths, legends, unnatural
things and disaster, customs and traditions, and mainly the outcome of ignorance.
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The concept of Humanism can be interpreted at two levels. At a mundane level. it can
be equated with a humanistic or human approach. But at a deeper level of analysis. it is a
system of thought concerned with human interests. The pedestrian interpretation is
undoubtedly vital but it is a limited view which does not into consideration the various
dimension encompassed by the concept. Historic development can be seen, in general terms,
in human development. Man grows [rom solipsism to an awareness of the outside world. The
awareness is initially overwhelmed by fear and distrust. This grows into a stage when one
attempts to organise his/her perceptions of the world by explaining phenomena with help of
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