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Migration Problem and Effect on Indian economy During COVID 19

Sanjay MotiramNandagawali
Associate Professor, Dept. of English
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Abstract:

Indian migrant workers during the COVID-19 pandemic have faced tremendous
problems.Innumerable workers in India walked thousands of miles for their home after losing
their jobs. many died in accidents on their way back to their home.Migrant workers who decided
to stay back during the exodus faced assault from their neighbors. who accused them of being
infected with coronavirus.Migrant workers majorly comprise of daily-wage laborers working in
the manufacturing and construction industries.Railways transported 48, 00.000 migrants back to
their homes in the special trains allocated for them between 1 and 27 May while this service was
not initially free.The Prime Minister on 19 March urged businesses and high income segments of
society to take care of the economic needs of all those who provide them services. Governments,
policymakers, economists, and others now know they cannot take migration lightly or migrants

for a ride.
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Introduction

Prime Minister Modi announced the first 21 days of India's lockdown on 24 March 2020,during

this address to the nation he said, "Jaanhaitohjahaanhai"

The COVID-19 pandemic has introduced new words and phrases which now became deeply

familiar to us. Corona, quarantine, thermal screening, tracing, testing, isolation, and vaccination

and, most prominently, stranded migrant workers. Migrants are an often invisible group in the

population, never factored into urban planning nor included in the city’s population, and rarely

counted in their villages. There are estimates on their population but no official statistics, with no
central registrv of migrant workers. According to the World Economic Forumthere are an
estimated 139 million migrants in the country, The International Labor Organization (ILO)
predicted that due to the pandemic and the lockdown, about 400 million workers would be
poverty-stricken. Most of the migrants in the country originate from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
followed by Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. Indian migrant workers during the COVID-19
pandemic have faced tremendous problems. The factories and workplaces shut down due to
the lockdown declared by Prime Minister in the country, millions of migrant workers had to deal
with the loss of income, food shortages and uncertainty about their future. Reports compiled by
aid workers show that more than half of the stranded workers who contacted them in
distress during the lockdown were out of food and money.
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